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noted some years ago, after Ukrainian cos-
monaut Leonid Kadenyk joined American as-
tronauts on the space shuttle, ‘‘Not even the
sky is the limit to Ukrainian-U.S. coopera-
tion.’’

America will stand with Ukraine as you
fight for a free and prosperous future. We
will support Ukraine’s efforts to take your
rightful place among the nations of Europe
and alongside the world’s free market de-
mocracies.

As you open your economy, strengthen the
rule of law, and protect a free press, you are
both attacking the ills that led to the
Chernobyl disaster and building a future
where the children of Ukraine can live their
dreams. America is on your side. We wish
you Godspeed.

Slava Ukrayini.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 1:15
p.m. in Room 459 in the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Executive Office Building, and his remarks were
videotaped for later broadcast in Ukraine. In his
remarks, he referred to President Leonid Kuchma
of Ukraine. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on International Trade
Commission Action Against Gray
Market Cigarettes
December 15, 2000

Today I am allowing the U.S. International
Trade Commission’s exclusion order and
cease and desist order regarding certain
Brown & Williamson cigarettes (ITC Case
Number 337–TA–424) to stand. Together
with the legislation (Public Law 106–476)
that I signed on November 9, 2000, these
orders will ensure that no so-called gray mar-
ket cigarettes are imported into the United
States—including not only the two brands
covered under the ITC orders but all brands
of gray market cigarettes as provided in the
November legislation. In the same way that
the report language for the November legis-
lation made clear that it was in no way in-
tended to alter current policies with respect
to other gray market goods, I want to make
clear that my allowing these orders to take
effect should not be interpreted as setting

a precedent for the treatment of other gray
market goods.

Statement on Action Against
International Crime
December 15, 2000

The growing reach of international crime
poses threats to American citizens and Amer-
ican interests, both at home and abroad. Ille-
gal activity from terrorism to trafficking in
arms, drugs, or humans violates our values
and threatens our safety. Intellectual prop-
erty theft, financial fraud, and corruption also
can endanger our prosperity and undercut
public confidence in democracy and free
markets around the world.

To confront these challenges, today I am
pleased to announce several important initia-
tives in our ongoing efforts to combat inter-
national crime.

First, we are releasing a comprehensive
International Crime Threat Assessment, pre-
pared at my direction, as part of our Inter-
national Crime Control Strategy adopted in
May, 1998. The new assessment highlights
the global dimensions of international crime
and the ways this pervasive problem threat-
ens U.S. interests. This broader under-
standing is necessary if we, together with our
international partners, are to strengthen our
response to this global problem.

Second, earlier this week in Palermo, Italy,
the United States joined many other coun-
tries in signing the United Nations Conven-
tion on Transnational Organized Crime,
along with two supplementary protocols on
migrant smuggling and trafficking in persons.
By harmonizing criminal laws and promoting
increased cooperation, the new convention
and its protocols will enable the international
community to better combat international or-
ganized crime.

Third, the Departments of State and Jus-
tice are establishing a Migrant Smuggling
and Trafficking in Persons Coordination
Center. The Center will integrate and im-
prove our efforts to counter these distinct but
related global crime problems. The Center
also will promote and assist increased efforts
by foreign governments and international or-
ganizations to combat these problems.


